
NOVEMBER 10, 2025





Program
6 p.m.	 Reception

	 Silent auction (Close: 9 p.m.)

	 Music by One Love

7 p.m.	 Dinner program

	 Entertainment by Wula Drum

	 Welcome: Babz Rawls Ivy

	 Host: Pete Williams

	 ISLP Board Chair Yasmine Lahlou

	 ISLP Board Vice Chair and Gala Chair Russell F. Smith III

	 Reflections from the Founders

	 Presentation of Global Pro Bono Impact Volunteer Awards

	 Presenting Sponsor: White & Case, Gregory Starner

	 ISLP Looks Forward: Executive Director Sara Lulo

	 Keynote by Andrea Mitchell, NBC News

	 Presentation of Pro Bono Innovation Award

	 Honoring Richard N. Winfield

	 Presentation of Winfield Freedom of Expression Award

	 Presentation of Global Pro Bono Impact Law Firm Awards

	 Farewell



The International Senior Lawyers Project is a unique 
force multiplier mobilizing pro bono legal expertise 
to advance global development, human rights 
and the rule of law.  Founded as an independent 
nonpartisan nonprofit organization, ISLP has built 
a 25-year track record of global impact by leveling 
the legal playing field to foster a sound enabling 
environment for inclusive economic growth and 
accountable, participatory democracy.

ISLP is impact driven. We believe that global 
development is not a “zero-sum” proposition. 
ISLP fosters trust-based partnerships with local 
stakeholders across the world, including civil 
society, governments and social enterprises. We 
undertake practical projects where international 
legal support can complement local expertise to 
make a meaningful contribution to the public good. 
In 2024 alone, our work spanned 59 countries, and 
volunteers contributed more than 12,000 pro bono 
hours with a value of at least $11 million. Every 
dollar donated to support ISLP is leveraged over 
tenfold through our pro bono model.

The International Senior Lawyers Project was 
founded in 2000 as a cutting edge idea for 
marshaling the expertise of top-flight lawyers after 
long and distinguished tenures at major firms.



Today our volunteers include lawyers at every stage of 
their careers, and are drawn from across the practice 
areas and global offices of contributing firms. These 
volunteers offer a depth of expertise that would otherwise 
be inaccessible to our partner-clients, including:

•	 Negotiation and transactional support
•	 Legislative and regulatory reform
•	 Legal research into comparative law, standards and 

industry best practices
•	 Capacity-building tools, guides and publications
•	 In-person and virtual workshops
•	 Strategic legal and corporate governance advice

Areas of subject matter expertise include:
•	 Accountability and transparency
•	 Civil society engagement and organizational resilience
•	 Energy and power
•	 Investment and trade
•	 Media law and freedom of expression
•	 Natural resource management
•	 Responsible technology
•	 Social enterprises, impact investing and innovative 
finance

•	 Taxation

ISLP is an independent nonpartisan 501(c)(3) 
with a Candid Platinum rating for Transparency.



Sponsors
Thank you to the generous sponsors 
who make ISLP’s mission possible.

Kapp Family
— Steve, Lisa, Jon, Diana

Robert H. Kapp

VISIONARY SPONSOR

CHAMPION SPONSOR

PARTNER SPONSOR

PRESENTING SPONSOR



William Kissinger

Anthony and Eileen Essaye

Jane Lang and Eugene M. 
Lang Foundation

Joel and Ellen Mellis Tom Brunner

Claudette M. Christian 
and Donald I. Hertzmark

Boris Dolgonos

Bruce Gilchrist

William C. Kelly Jr

Michael Lebovitz

Richard Rosenthal

Gregory Starner

The Winfield Family

PATRON SPONSOR

FRIEND SPONSOR

ADVOCATE SPONSOR



Honorees

Time and again, Akin has stepped forward—as a firm and through 
individual volunteers—with trusted leadership and collaboration on 
complex pro bono matters, as well as forward-thinking guidance 
and support for ISLP. At this critical juncture for global development 
work, Akin is an important strategic thought partner in ISLP’s efforts 
to bridge gaps and bring vital legal support to civil society groups 
and other non-profit organizations, low-income governments and 
promising social enterprises around the world. The list of Akin’s 
contributions to ISLP’s mission is long, and reflects a breadth 
of expertise and commitment from varied practice areas across 
Akin’s offices.

Examples of Akin’s pro bono work on behalf of ISLP include advising 
a Southern African government on enhancing transparency for 
domestic and foreign investment through the beneficial ownership 
framework; transactional support on a large-scale development 
project aligning natural resource management with international 
best practices; training African journalists and civil society 
actors on international law frameworks that protect freedom of 
expression; advising a major international nonprofit organization 
on risk management and sanctions policy reforms; and providing 
transactional support to enable the expansion of mini-grid-sourced 
energy to reach a refugee camp and remote off-grid communities.

Akin also has delivered a range of research and capacity-building 
projects around salient issues such as whistleblower protections, 
digital rights and privacy, and ESG frameworks. In support of ISLP’s 
partner role in the Stand for Her Land coalition for women’s land 
tenure rights, Akin hosted a roundtable of grassroots leaders from 
around the world as a side event during the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women, and currently is conducting a comparative analysis 
of legal frameworks impacting property rights.

ISLP is proud to recognize Akin’s noted leadership in the pro bono 
legal community and its longstanding commitment to ISLP’s mission.

GLOBAL IMPACT LAW FIRM AWARD



Honorees

White & Case has an exceptional record of delivering outstanding 
leadership in pro bono work that advances development and the rule 
of law. The firm’s partnership with ISLP over many years has led to 
successful engagement on a multitude of matters, engaging practice 
groups and offices across White & Case’s worldwide footprint. 
With projects from Kenya to Ecuador, Singapore to Mexico, these 
contributions have been nothing short of transformative for ISLP 
and our partners. For example White & Case’s arbitration group has 
provided extensive support to locally led law reform and capacity-
building efforts in Kenya, Ethiopia, and Haiti, including projects for 
the Nairobi Center for International Arbitration, Kenya’s Office of the 
Attorney General, the Ethiopian Ministry of Justice, the East Africa 
Law Society Women Lawyers Forum and le Chambre de Conciliation 
et d’Arbitrage d’Haïti.

Particularly through its more recent activities with ISLP in East Africa, 
White & Case is helping local legal communities shape the future 
of commercial arbitration and international dispute resolution in 
the region. In addition, the firm’s Energy, Infrastructure, Project 
and Asset Finance Practice worked with Ecuadorian government 
and private sector stakeholders to better deliver public-private 
partnerships as part of ISLP’s multi-stakeholder engagement 
supporting Ecuador’s Open Government Partnership National 
Action Plan. In Malawi, White & Case advised social enterprises 
working to address the health impacts of climate change and 
expand clean energy access, and delivered training to the 
Malawi Law Society to enhance banking and finance law capacity. 
White & Case volunteers have helped draft key legislation including 
Guyana’s Copyright Act and conduct an in-depth legislative review 
of an East African country’s arbitration framework.

ISLP is proud to recognize White & Case for dramatic continuity and 
both micro- and macro-level impact in realizing its commitment to 
pro bono at the global scale.

GLOBAL IMPACT LAW FIRM AWARD



Honorees
WINFIELD FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AWARD

David Schulz, Ballard Spahr, Yale Law School

The Winfield Freedom of Expression Award was 
created to honor the legacy of the late Richard 
(Dick) Winfield, a founding contributor to ISLP who 
developed, and for more than two decades led, its 
work in defense of journalism and press freedom 
worldwide. ISLP is proud to recognize David Schulz 
as the inaugural recipient of the Winfield Freedom 
of Expression Award.

Dave’s exceptional advocacy embodies the spirit and principles 
that Dick Winfield held dear. Dave’s determination to protect media 
freedom and willingness to share his expertise with others who 
can use it manifests these commitments. He is a noted advocate 
for press freedom both as Senior Counsel with the Media Practice 
Group at Ballard Spahr and as Director of the Media Freedom & 
Information Access Clinic at Yale Law School. Dave is a valued 
longtime ISLP volunteer. He was recruited to ISLP by Winfield, who 
was his mentor as he started his legal career. In partnership at ISLP, 
they prepared amicus briefs, including before the European Court 
of Human Rights, in support of journalists in Russia and elsewhere 
who were facing repression for their work. Dave’s other contributions 
include trial observation in Tunisia to provide international pressure 
for a fair judicial process, and leading a training in Zimbabwe 
for lawyers and journalists grappling with how to advance press 
freedom in their country. Like Dick Winfield, Dave’s generous pro 
bono work on behalf of ISLP and our partners around the world, and 
his devotion to expanding access to knowledge and resources in the 
public interest, have an enduring and far-reaching impact.



GLOBAL IMPACT VOLUNTEER AWARD

Clement Fondufe, Latham & Watkins

Clement Fondufe’s generous pro bono work on 
behalf of ISLP now spans 15 years and traverses 
Africa, where he has represented numerous 
countries in negotiating and structuring large-
scale international transactions, particularly in 
the energy, natural resources and transportation 
sectors. Clement also has played a lead role in ISLP 

projects that have supported locally led law reform efforts, delivered 
practical training to industry stakeholders on natural resources 
transactions and produced legal research, comparative review 
and publications designed to guide African government decision 
makers in efforts to enhance transparency and good governance in 
the mining sector. Clement’s trusted counsel has been instrumental 
in supporting ISLP government partners as they navigate complex 
and high-stakes negotiations, ultimately helping these countries 
reach favorable and more sustainable arrangements resulting in 
greater revenues and social and environmental protections. His 
ISLP engagements have been widespread—from Mauritania to 
Sierra Leone to Kenya to Ghana, and beyond—and exemplify 
ISLP’s mission of harnessing practical legal expertise to help level 
the legal playing field of global development, and make tangible 
contributions to good governance and local capacity. Clement 
has helped ISLP government partners position themselves to 
advance their development priorities, create a more sound enabling 
environment for investment, and realize critical national objectives 
of economic progress and opportunity. Importantly, Clement has 
served as a catalyst for building capacity among lawyers and policy 
makers around the world.

Clement is a partner in the London office of Latham & Watkins and 
the Global Co-Chair of the firm’s Africa Practice.

Honorees



GLOBAL IMPACT VOLUNTEER AWARD

Michael Lebovitz, Eversheds Sutherland

Michael Lebovitz has led a range of ISLP social 
enterprise, nonprofit governance and global tax 
matters. Mike’s responsive, creative approach 
harnesses a breadth of legal expertise, helping 
ISLP and partners to understand and address 
complex legal matters. His counsel has helped 
ISLP partners identify and assess important legal 

and strategic options to enable them to scale their operations 
to expand economic opportunities and public benefit. One of 
ISLP’s impact investor clients noted: “Michael has been very 
patient and generous with his time. We feel especially fortunate 
because his areas of expertise span EVERYTHING we do. He knows 
about non-profits, about taxation … and about the sometimes 
confusing world of public and private foundations. When he 
gives us advice, it’s based on his knowledge across all of these 
disparate specialties.” In addition to his ISLP pro bono client 
representations, Mike is a founding member of ISLP’s Tax Advisory 
Board, formed to provide strategic advice on this foundational 
issue for sustainable development, transparency and accountability, 
and good governance. He served as a lead drafter on an ISLP 
publication on critical minerals taxation, which is now part of the 
African Mining Legislation Atlas, and was an ISLP representative 
at the Investing in African Mining Indaba in Cape Town. Most 
recently, Mike has contributed substantively to ISLP’s initiative to 
strengthen civil society resilience through legal resources for non-
profit organizations confronting structural transformation in light of 
widespread policy and funding changes to the development sector.

At Eversheds Sutherland, Mike is an International Tax Partner in the 
Tax Practice group.

Honorees



GLOBAL IMPACT VOLUNTEER AWARD

Irina Sivachenko and Isabela Garcez, Ropes & Gray

Irina Sivachenko and Isabela Garcez of Ropes & 
Gray are jointly recognized for their dedication to 
advancing ISLP’s multi-year initiative supporting 
Ecuador’s national efforts to foster open 
government, accountability and transparency. Irina 
and Isa traveled to Ecuador with ISLP to lead an 
intensive set of workshops, trainings, dialogues, 
and meetings in Quito and Cuenca. They met with 
senior representatives from the government, private 
sector, civil society and academia, and helped 
facilitate timely dialogue on matters of immediate 
significance to local security, governance and rule 
of law concerns. Building on foundational research 
conducted by Ropes & Gray colleagues, Irina and 
Isa offered compelling insights on relevant anti-

corruption legal frameworks from multiple jurisdictions, practical 
guidance on developing compliance programs, and cutting-edge 
examples of how private sector entities have leveraged resources in 
nonpartisan ways to increase democratic inclusion and participation. 
Notably, Irina and Isa not only took up this pro bono assignment on 
short notice and traveled to Ecuador during a politically sensitive time 
for the country, their meetings and presentations were conducted 
entirely in Spanish, at least a third language for both Irina, who grew 
up in Russia, and Isa, a Brazilian native. Their valuable contributions 
and unique perspectives drove home ISLP’s founding commitment 
to international exchange and knowledge sharing, and the value of 
offering comparative legal insights to complement local expertise.

Both Irina and Isabela are with Ropes & Gray’s litigation and 
enforcement practice group.

Honorees



PRO BONO INNOVATION AWARD

Adrián Palma

Adrián Palma is an innovator at the crossroads 
of technology and pro bono programs. As an 
ISLP partner, Adrián has provided guidance 
and training to ISLP in the use of AI tools, and 
has been an enthusiastic supporter of ISLP’s 
Responsible Technology Initiative. Adrián’s career 
has been dedicated to exploring how technology 

can transform the legal industry and effectively scale social good 
and impact. He describes himself as “building bridges between 
innovation and justice—leading global pro bono initiatives, 
designing AI-powered solutions and collaborating with partners 
across law, technology, nonprofits and education.” Adrián’s 
dedication to social justice is fueled by his personal story as a 
proud Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipient. 
A passionate advocate for immigrant rights, he applied his lived 
experience to design and implement a tool to scale renewals for 
those covered by DACA that was honored with the Legalweek 
Leaders in Tech Law Award. Adrián recently became Director of 
Innovation at the Practising Law Institute. Previously, he was Global 
Pro Bono Manager & Digital Strategist at Microsoft, where his efforts 
focused on harnessing AI to address the justice gap. ISLP also had 
the pleasure of working with Adrián in his earlier role as Senior Pro 
Bono Coordinator at Akin. Adrián is both effective and inspiring as 
an innovator, and champion of technology and pro bono service. 
ISLP is proud to recognize Adrián’s outstanding contributions to the 
legal field.

Honorees



Board of Directors
Yasmine Lahlou, Chair

Russell F. Smith III, Vice Chair

William D. Kissinger, Treasurer

Patricia Alsup

Carlos Ardila

Luciana Aquino-Hagedorn

Preeti Bhagnani

Thomas Brunner

Evan Cohen

Yves Denizé

David Djaha

Boris Dolgonos

Bruce Gilchrist

Rick Gittleman

Deon Govender

John Kiernan

Kristin Mendoza

Liz Roberts

Richard Rosenthal

Mansi Shah

Charline O. Yim

general counsel
Endi Piper

Emeritus Board ISLP Team
Joseph Bell

Ruth Greenspan Bell

Claudette Christian

Christopher G. Cross

Anthony F. Essaye

Robert H. Kapp

William C. Kelly, Jr.

Zbigniew Lasocik

Joel P. Mellis

Patrick Murray

Ank Santens

Lois Schiffer

Steven H. Schulman

Craig Owen White

Michelle Bellinger

Thomas Brunner (volunteer)

Clara Hagedorn (intern)

Rumbidzai L. Kamurai

Ishnan Khan (intern)

Glory Kinyua

Sara Lulo

Bridget Kamanga-Mafusire

Dru Menaker

Gordon Myers (volunteer)

Eniye Ogbebor

Russell F. Smith III (volunteer)

Kemi Tela (intern)



Andrea Mitchell
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Andrea Mitchell is NBC News’ Chief Washington 
and Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent. She 
has covered every presidential campaign for NBC 
News since 1980, as well as reporting on national 
security issues across all NBC News platforms. 
Mitchell’s extensive coverage of the White House, 
Congress and the State Department includes 
the Reagan/Gorbachev summits, 9/11, Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine, the Iran nuclear negotiations, conflicts in Haiti, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan, and assignments in China, 
Vietnam, Cuba, Haiti, Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, Israel and the 
Palestinian territories. Mitchell’s many honors include the 2025 
Peabody Career Achievement Award, the Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the 40th annual News & Documentary Emmy Awards, 
and the Leonard Zeidenberg Award from the Radio Television 
Digital News Association for her contribution to the protection of 
First Amendment freedoms. She authored the best-selling memoir, 
Talking Back, chronicling her experiences as one of the first women 
to cover the White House, Congress and US foreign policy. Mitchell 
is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, where she served 
as a Trustee for two decades, including a term as Vice Chair of the 
Board of Trustees, and is currently an Emeritus Trustee.

Pete Williams
HOST

Pete Williams covered the US Supreme Court and 
the Departments of Justice and Homeland Security 
for NBC News for 29 years as a correspondent 
based in Washington, DC.  Williams is the recipient 
of four national news Emmy awards, two Edward 
R. Murrow awards and the John F. Hogan award 
from the Radio Television Digital News Association.  
Prior to joining NBC News, Williams was an aide in 

Gala Speakers



the US Senate and House of Representatives. He joined the staff of 
then-Congressman Dick Cheney as press secretary and legislative 
assistant in 1986 and, when Cheney became Secretary of Defense 
in 1989, was confirmed by the Senate as Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Public Affairs. A native of Casper, Wyoming, and a 
1974 graduate of Stanford University, Williams was a reporter and 
news director at KTWO-TV and Radio in Casper from 1974 to 1985.  
He successfully lobbied the Wyoming Supreme Court to permit 
broadcast coverage of its proceedings and twice sued Wyoming 
judges over pre-trial exclusion of reporters from the courtroom. 
For these efforts, he received a First Amendment Award from the 
Society of Professional Journalists. He is now a member of the board 
of directors of WyoFile, a non-profit news organization in Wyoming.

Sara Lulo
ISLP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Sara Lulo joined the International Senior Lawyers 
Project as Executive Director in 2019. Her professional 
background includes 20-plus years of work with 
governments, non-governmental organizations and 
private sector entities in Latin America, Africa, North 
America, and Central and East Asia. Before joining 
ISLP, Lulo was an Assistant Dean of Yale Law School, 
where she previously served as founding Director of 

the Gruber Program for Global Justice and Women’s Rights. Earlier, 
she was the inaugural Executive Director of Cornell Law School’s 
Avon Global Center for Women and Justice, and also taught as an 
adjunct law professor. Lulo started her legal career as an international 
arbitration associate in the New York and London offices of a global 
law firm, working on commercial and sovereign representations while 
maintaining an active pro bono practice. Lulo holds B.A., J.D., and 
LL.M. degrees from Cornell University, and a master’s degree in Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies from New York University. She has 
served on fiduciary and advisory boards of nonprofit organizations 
based in the United States, Africa, MENA and Latin America. The 
grateful daughter of immigrants, she is bilingual in English and Spanish.



Curated with Care

The ISLP 25th Anniversary Gala event has been curated with care and 
reflects the input, creativity, and generosity of many people. We have 
endeavored to imbue the gathering with the colors and vibrancy of 
many of the communities with which we work. We hope tonight’s gift 
bags allow you to take some of this spirit home with you.

•	 Entertainment:
	– OneLove Music – acoustic bossa nova for the reception. 
Courtesy of Yasmine Lahlou

	– Wula Drum – bringing the traditions of Western Africa. Courtesy 
of Boris Dolgonos 

•	 ISLP’s African fabric bags were commissioned through the social 
enterprise arm of the Somalia-based nonprofit Hagarla Institute 
(hagarlainstitute.org). Led by Dr. Deqo Mohamed, Hagarla runs 
a women’s health clinic in Somaliland and mobile clinics for 
displaced persons. Hagarla works to improve public health in 
Africa through research, education and community health delivery. 
Bags courtesy of Pat Alsup, Claudette Christian, Rick Gittleman, 
Rich Rosenthal and Mansi Shah

•	 Centerpiece mats handcrafted in leather and Maasai beadwork. 
Commissioned by ISLP from Sebastian Mutinda in Nairobi, Kenya

•	 Handmade beaded keychains from Kenya. Commissioned by ISLP 
from Joyce Wambugu

•	 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Courtesy of Akin 
•	 United States Constitution and Declaration of Independence. 

Courtesy of Hillsdale College
•	 Wooden bookmarks celebrating the wildlife of Colombia. 

Courtesy of Carlos Ardila
•	 Paper fans, evoking the elegant African fabric fans widely printed 

on Kente cloth and other textiles. Beyond their day-to-day 
functionality, hand fans also play a role in dances, ceremonies and 
gatherings, and are considered a form of functional art carrying 
historical, community or spiritual significance, and representing a 
connection to ancestors. 



Gala Host Committee

Russell F. Smith III, Chair

Anthony F. Essaye, Honorary Chair

Robert H. Kapp, Honorary Chair

Joseph Bell, Honorary Chair

Jean Berman, Honorary Chair

Patricia Alsup

Luciana Aquino-Hagedorn

Preeti Bhagnani

Elizabeth Black

Thomas Brunner

Claudette Christian

Boris Dolgonos

Bruce Gilchrist

Marryum Kahloon

William D. Kissinger

Yasmine Lahlou

Michael Lebovitz

Richard Rosenthal

Mansi Shah

Gregory Starner

Charline O. Yim

•	 Mauvaise herbe mini. Courtesy of Muri Lelu (murilelu.com)
•	 Signature fragrances assortment. Courtesy of Gendarme and 

California North (gendarme.com)
•	 “The Double Bottom Line: How Compassionate Leaders Captivate 

Hearts and Deliver Results,” by Donato Tramuto with Tami Booth 
Corwin. Courtesy of TramutoPorter Foundation 

•	 Moroccan lanterns. Courtesy of Phyllis Bellinger
•	 Mini-notebooks. Courtesy of Gail Evertz 
•	 Travel candles. Courtesy of Sara Amalia Duran
•	 ISLP oral history / video project. Thank you to Kemi Tela, Preeti 

Bhagnani, Kane Dowsett, Kaitlin Scagluso and Clifford Chance for 
their support.

•	 Quorum screens and program design. Courtesy of White & Case 
Creative Services



Congratulations & 
continued success

White & Case proudly celebrates the 
International Senior Lawyers Project’s 
25th anniversary, and its global impact 
advancing access to justice and the 
rule of law. 

Responsible Business is how we actively participate in the 
global community—by serving those in need, building legal 
capacity and supporting meaningful causes—all while 
operating sustainably, responsibly and ethically.

whitecase.com/responsible-business



LW.com

ISLP 25th Anniversary Gala
Giving back to the communities where 
we live and work is part of who we are at 
Latham. We are proud to support ISLP’s 
25th Anniversary Gala.



We are proud to give
our resources and 
experience to support 
our communities

cliffordchance.com 

We are proud to support the International Senior 
Lawyers Project as it marks 25 years of advancing 
the rule of law and economic development around 
the world. 

Congratulations to all of the 
honorees and in particular 
our partner, Michael 
Lebovitz, a recipient of the 
Global Impact Volunteer 
Award, for his extraordinary 
commitment to pro bono 
service and contributions to 
ISLP’s mission.

Shaping our world

© Eversheds Sutherland Ltd. 2025

eversheds-sutherland.com



Hogan Lovells joins in honoring 
Bob Kapp and Tony Essaye for 
their vision and dedication in 
founding ISLP. 
 
Our 25-year partnership with ISLP 
is a treasured one, and we thank 
many other leaders of our firm 
who have also helped lead ISLP 
over the years, including Joe Bell, 
Bruce Gilchrist and Claudette 
Christian, as well as the hundreds 
of firm lawyers who have devoted 
thousands of hours to ISLP 
projects around the world.

www.hoganlovells.com 
© Hogan Lovells 2025. All rights reserved. BT-REQ-4125



winston.com  NORTH AMERICA SOUTH AMERICA EUROPE

WINSTON & STRAWN  
PROUDLY SUPPORTS 

International Senior 
Lawyers Project and Their 

25 Years of Global Impact

Ropes & Gray is proud  
to support ISLP and the  
25th Anniversary Gala. 

We congratulate Irina Sivachenko  
and Isabela Garcez, recipients of the 
Global Impact Volunteer Award,  
and salute all of tonight’s honorees.



Cheers to 25 years of ISLP.

What a milestone!

The International Senior Lawyers Project has made
the world a more just place in ways big and small,
and will continue.

We are so incredibly proud of you, Dad.
You have shown us and so many how to live our values.

Much love from the Kapp Family

— Steve, Courtney, Lisa, Jon, Jennifer, Diana,
David + your ten grandchildren

Gibson Dunn is proud to support

International 
Senior Lawyers 
Project

Morgan Stanley is proud to support

 ISLP’s Milestone  
 25th Anniversary Gala 
and congratulates this year’s honorees

© 2025 Morgan Stanley   



Congratulations to ISLP
on its 25th anniversary.

And thanks to all those whose efforts
made Tony’s and my plans for a successful
pro bono organization a reality.

— Robert (Bob) H. Kapp

Congratulations to ISLP
from the Kissinger Family Foundation
for 25 years of meaningful engagement on
and contribution to advancing global development
and the rule of law.

Important work now more than ever.

— William Kissinger



Congratulations
on a quarter century 
of extending and 
implementing the rule of 
law in many underserved 
countries across the globe.

Your impact has been and 
is impressive and laudable.

Here’s to the next 25 years. 
I am proud to be one of the 
founding members of ISLP.

— Joel Mellis

Congratulations
to ISLP on this 
impressive
milestone!

— Tom Brunner

When Bob Kapp and I 
founded ISLP, we had no 
idea that this initiative 
would still be going strong 
in service to the world 
community a quarter of a 
century later. So, I want to 
express my sincere thanks 
to everyone who has 
contributed along the way—
as a volunteer, a Board 
Member, a staff member or, 
of course, a donor. You have 
all made it possible!

— Tony Essaye

“The world is my country, 
all mankind are my 
brethren, and to do good is 
my religion.”
— Thomas Paine 

We honor the good done 
in the world through the 
creative vision of founders 
Robert H. Kapp and 
Anthony Essaye.
                                                                                         
— Jane Lang and 
the Eugene M. Lang 
Foundation



The International Senior Lawyers Project 25th Anniversary Gala celebrates ISLP’s quarter-
century as a unique force multiplier advancing global development, human rights and the 
rule of law. Your support is vital to sustain our impact today and fortify ISLP for the future. 
ISLP.org/donate


